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ib:!;:;, r^y, according 10 Cockayne, be explained on the
•alon that:: "n-t;.:>a" had occurred in the garneticchromosomes
*»f the as^endaniN o\' c::ch of ihe parents of such abnormal foetuses,
vhich ^LLb^eqacrily bena'.es like a Mendelian recessive tending to
bring about the abnormality in the offspring (see p. 370). The cause
of such a muialior. :s unknown, but it might be a circulating toxin, as
in svphiiis, alcoholism, or lead poisoning. See also heredity and
constitution.
Petrifaction
Foetus
Qcardlacus
 5-ABNORMAL CONDITIONS OCCURRING IN
DEAD FOETUS
507.] The dead foetus may become macerated or, more rarely, mum-
mified (foetus papyraceus); but the most interesting, although the rarest,
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fig. 77.—Stone child
condition is that of petrifaction
resulting in a lithopaedion or
'stone child' (see Fig. 77). This
change, which generally occurs in
a dead extra-uterine foetus, may
also occur in one which died in
utero. The dead foetus, instead of
being expelled, remains in utero
indefinitely, the liquor amnii be-
comes absorbed, and lime salts are
deposited around the foetus, con-
verting it into a stony hard mass,
which the woman feels shifting
about as she changes her position.
The diagnosis is made from the
history of a pregnancy many years
previously which did not ter-
minate in abortion or Iabour3 the
presence of a stony hard movable abdominal or pelvic tumour, and
the X-ray appearances which may show foetal bones. In many cases the
condition does not cause any symptoms, is not suspected during life,
and is accidentally discovered at necropsy in women who have died of
old age; Winckel recorded the case of a woman of eighty-four years
who carried a seven months* foetus in her right Fallopian tube for
fifty-six years, and a case in a centenarian was reported, with a radio-
graph, in 1936 by Lye. The foetus should be left alone unless it causes
symptoms, in which event it should be surgically removed.
Another theoretically interesting, though very rare condition, is foetus
acardiacus, which is a more or less shapeless mass, the remains of one
of a pair of monochorionic (uniovular) twins, of which the other is
alive and healthy. It occurs as the result of free anastomosis between
the blood-streams of the two co-twins, when* the circulation of the

